Retinal and intracranial arteriovenous malformations: Wyburn-Mason syndrome.
A 7-year-old girl who failed a vision screening examination was found to have a retinal arteriovenous malformation (AVM) in her right eye along with a small angioma of her right lower lip. Magnetic resonance imaging and cerebral angiography revealed a large AVM involving the thalamus and basal ganglia as well as a small AVM involving the right ophthalmic artery. The combination of retinal and intracranial AVMs is known as Wyburn-Mason syndrome. The retinal AVMs of this syndrome do not grow or bleed. Visual loss is usually the result of optic neuropathy from associated orbitocranial AVMs. The natural course of the intracranial AVMs of this syndrome is poorly documented. However, they tend to be extensive and inaccessible and therefore difficult to treat.